Tissue plasminogen activator and cardiopulmonary bypass for massive pulmonary embolus.
Massive pulmonary embolus resulting in cardiac arrest and doubtful cerebral status may result in indecision as to whether to proceed to pulmonary embolectomy, especially if there is continuing cardiorespiratory instability. A case is reported on the use of fibrinolysis and cardiopulmonary bypass, allowing for the cerebral status of the patient to become more clearly defined while maintaining cardiopulmonary stability and attempting to treat the underlying pathological process.